The Peter Van Ness Farmhouse ' HABS-IIT-625
CPFairiield Roadst, at Passalc River
Caldwell Township, Hssex County, New Jersey
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The Peter Van Ness TFarmhouso
Fair’ield Road¥*, at Yassalc River
Caldwell Tovnship, Essex County, Jew Jersey

Owner: lr. and Mrs. Daniel W, Blacklocl:

Date of Lrection: About 1760; alterations 1840
and recent

rchitect:

b=

Bullder: Yeter Van Yess
Praesent Condition: As altered

Number of Stories: Two and basement in main house;
one and one-half 1in wing

llaterinls of Construction: oundation ~ stone masonry

Exterior wzlls ~ brownstone
to second floor, clapboards
onn franme above

Interior walls -~ plaster
and lath on studdiag

Chilmneys - Delelwork
huilt Inbo inside of geble
end walls

foof =~ gable, without
dormers; wood shingle
roofing
Historical Data:
Eogt of the ajirport and the village of

adper eld, this formhouse otands close to the
thwiestern hank of Pagsaic Rivor, separated from

whlso called Little rFalls Noad
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it by the fairiield foad® (vwrieh was laid oult in
1790 and Imovn as Duteh Lane), and between the
nodern Van Hecs and Dey Avenuves In the developuent
cnlled Hiverview~liaj Fleld, Caldwell Township, at
the upper voundary cf Issex County. In 1798 this
tovmshin was set off Irom Hewark having originally
been the third Hewark land grant but this scetion
ves better Lthown ss o ? 3 uock and had been opened
for sebttlement in 18%9'%/, pairfield is the oldest
village in this townshi the Duteh vioneers naving
sobtled here about 17200

{ne of the first of Tthese was Simon VYan
Hess, wvho owned 200 ceres on the norticast boundary
cf the village, he vrobebly having obilnined hls
title through early Indian Jeeds.ﬁ In a controversy
with the Lerds FProprietors of the Provinee, he
agcepted thelir terms and obtained from them o deed
of 3 Sevtenper 1744 coenfirming hilw in possession of
his lands, (P

This Simon Van lMess had song llendricl,
isaac, Rvert, and 3iscn, and sons-in-law “dchﬂel
Hook end Cobey Jzcobuse, the last two bolng of
lorris Coul“v, and after his deceage his recl
estate wag divided emong tlhem in 1749, (P) peter
Van less, son of isazcy, mMovenuuou, was esvidently
that YILieutenant Peater Van ess who was sopointed
an exscutor of th ”ilT of Tsace eylken (Oyvier) of
norase Leck, Lssex County, daved OC Iepterber 1768
and was apnare ntly tiwe teztater following named, The
first reecerded wrmer of tiils hiouse.

#A41ls0 celled Little Falls Road

(o) 01d Caldwell = A Dcotrospect, 1690-1926, by enj.
R, Horwood, publ, Caldvwell 1827, loreword.

story of Lsscx end Tudson Courties, Iew Jersey
! Vols, Fhila, 15824, vage §4¢

1 May 1701, Tndians to Symon Van Hess and eight
r Dubehmen, isNeds Doed Nk., O, P, 14¢
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Pase 3

seter Van Hessy of Caldwell Yownashin,
Iggex County, by hiils Will of 10 Noveriber 1019
proved 1¢ UGetober 1820, devised to his son Jacob
Py Van HWess 211 his lands, and aprolnted him an
executor with son-in-law Yellas Van licss and
friend Isaac Pler, To his daughters Helly and
Hary, heo wogueathed "the use of that nert of wmy
gwelling nouse which I now occupy asg long as they
remain widows",

decob P, Van less also of Caldwell
Townshiv, the son and sole heir svovenamed, in
his will dated 31 March 1821 and rroved 20 Liay
1821, states that (cuobe) the homestead Farm where=
on I now live wihich was bedueatired to mo by the
tectament and last will of my Father Peber Ven Hess
I rave causcd to be surveyed and 1laid out in lots
and numbered, o map of whiech iz hiereunto annexed.
He thien devises o zon Peber J. Ven ifess the lot
. number onc o son John J. Van fess, lots two and
four to son Isacse J. Van Hese, 1ot number threc
{(in which was the house) and to the vwife liehitable
thie uge and cccunmtion of the land and house
deviszsed Lo son fsasce 4. Van Hesg until hoe arvives
at the agc of twenty-cne wears, and aftciwrards she
to have fthe use of that nart of the house which I
now oceunny during the time she remains my widow',
lepacies were mnde to daughters Hannah, lieria, and
Caty all ummarried, .

Igsane J. Ven less, the son and cevisgee
abovenaned, of Caldwell Townshlp, dated is will
A0 June 188%, and died 27 January 18086, evidently
in the house here considered., Ile devised 211 his
gstate in trust to hlis executors, his wife Ann Van
Hesa oand Lucos e Van Fess, the wife to hsve the
occupation and use of the same during her lifotime,
end aftervwards the deughter, lary, wife of Icnry
francisco to have the ssme likevise, ond after her
Gezth the residue of the estate te he distributed
anons ler chiildren after pawment of legacics to
eaclh of them at zge of twenly-onc years.
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Lecordingly, Dy a deed of ¥ June 1924,
aic ila QV Re Francisco, widow, of Caldwell
11 scoai the

proverty, convey-d it Lo Jdosielr Dadley of Faoterson,
Fassailc County, in which wnutrhno t it is deucrﬂood
a3 beling in the Tovmshin of Cdl dwell, § r Countys

fronting on the soutisrest 81ge of Passa

Ba

le ulusf and
extendling southwesterly 2300 feet from it

o

contzining some 9¢ =scres, "hbeinn

vhich Isasc J. Van Neos died selzedh

glah Urdley, orantee laslt numed, wolng

Jo i
gtill of Faterson, with s wile lielen iie, by
Gesd of 4 3Zepbenmber 1924, conveyed lols numbers
one bto nine in Bloelr 0 in the map of “ivervieu-
nairfield™ (tiils ven Mess Farm tavine thus heen

leid out in bullding lots lately) to Lnmil vomrolz

of fuquLUﬁ, degscribing therce lots as bounded north

by Falirfleld Hoad, east Wy Devy Avenue, weasl by Van

Hes: hvenue, Beinr the oart of the farm on vwhich
ES

”m
!
This ouse stands.

Flaally, Blizavoth ¥romuolz, wiaow, of
tlre ©1ty of rYaterson, llew Jersey, conveycd to the
prosent ouiners Lkniel U, -lacLloc“ ant ife Anna
ey of Lyndhurst, Yovw Jorsew, oy Lier Teed of UL
Decemizer 1987, lots numuer 1 Lo 21 heins all of
TDlock ¢ in diverview-Ioizlield.

Arehitectursl inalyvsis:

Tomehouse
noead by
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sUTSE e Lo oldeat
fevtures ronw o sony
walls, rre whe X L the
Iwitehen, composed of nanels in
e faglon of the £i Gh century
;
L

millvork, the pilast '3 0O
{vnusvally elaborate for tha
mevolutlon uviece, and .LT“?DS the mant
larpe poarlor, this loat hed ing evidentl

19th e entury work, ~£1L of the window
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nmodern replacements of the original smell paned
onesSa

The most drastic rebuilding which
entirely changed the ariginal charscier of whatb
was a good example of Duteh Colonial farmhouge
came about 1840 when the probably gambrel roof
with outspread eaves was eliher Jacked up or
removed to change the garret Into a2 partitioned
and finished second =lory having full weacrooq
at the eaves, as shown by the frame extenslon
and 1ts windows atove the original magsonry walls,
At the same tire, the main entrance woorway vwith
its gloss transom and side lisghts was inserted
to replace the original doomray, the desisn and
dnta_ﬁu indiecetine ite weriod as fOreek ﬂev1va1,
about 13540, Uikewise the wide trin to the interilor
passage doors, the nolded hox cornice 2t the new
eavea oi the roofl, the waseboards at Tthe loor linc,
the Interilor trim ol the windows, furtber testifly
to the rerreteble remofeling and supposed Lirrove-
mopt of the house avout that vear, Finally, ihe
sun parloer and the anncx to the klbtchen which
disfizure the entire front have been sdled recently
to complete the itransformation.

Bivlicgorapny:

A search of ¢ i
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in the IZsscx County
: by Cornclius
sbstractor
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